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IN THE CLAIMS : 

I 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the ^ 
application: 

I. -7. (Canceled) 

8. (Currently Amended) A reverse gate assembly for a watercraft comprising: 

a steering nozzle having a center axis and pivotably attached to a watercraft; 

a reverse gate having a first curved section^[[ and]] a second curved section attached 
to the first cun/ed section , and a third curved section within the first curved section : 

a divider extending outwardly from the reversed gate between the first and the second 
curved sections; and 

wherein the divider is offset from the center axis of the steering nozzle. 

♦ 

9^ (Original) The assembly of claim 8 wherein the first curved section is longer than 
the second curved section and the divider is an apex. 

10. (Original) The assembly of dalm 8 wherein the divider is offset from a pivot axis 

of the steering nozzle such that more of a discharge from the steering nozzle is directed onto 

the first curved section than onto the second curved section when the center axis of the 

steering nozzle is generally parallel to a center line of the watercraft. f 

i 
I 

I I , (Original) The assembly of claim 8 further comprising a stator nozzle located in 
front of the steering nozzle and having the reverse gate attached thereto. 

12. (Original) The assembly of claim 8 further comprising a first bracket attached to 
each of the first and second curved sections and constructed to pivotally attach the reverse 
gate to the watercraft at a position forward of the steering nozzle. 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Original) The assembly of claim 8 incorporated into a watercraft having at least 
two sources of propulsion. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) A jet propulsion system for a watercraft comprising: 
first and second jet-propuision outlets; 

a first and second steering nozzles, each having a center and rotatably attached to a 
respective one of the first and second jet-propulsion outlets; 
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a first and seoond reverse gates, each having a midpoint and an ape x, a first, a 
second, and a third curved sections , and attached to a respective one of the first and second 
jet-propulsion outlets;[[ and]] 

wherein the apex of the first and second reverse gates is offset from the respective 
midpoint and the center of the respective steering nozzle s, and 

wherein the third curved section Is contained within the first curved section . 

1 6. (Original) The system of claim 1 5 wherein the steering nozzles are rotatable 
relative to the first and second jet-propulsion outlets and the first and second reverse gates. 

1 7. (Original) The system of claim 1 5 wherein the first and second reverse gates 
each further comprise a pair of mounting bracicets constructed to engage a pivot pin. 

18. (Canceled) 

19. (Original) The system of claim 1 5 wherein the first and second reverse gates 
each has a variable vertical position relative to the steering nozzle. 

20. (Currently amended) The system of claim 15 wherein the first and second reverse 
gates [[and]] are substantially mirror Images. of each other when connected to a watercraft. 

21. (Currently amended) A method of providing steering control to a watercraft 
comprising: 

providing a reverse gate in a flow from a steering nozzle; 

separating the flow across the reverse gate into a first and second flow; 

redirecting the first flow in a direction generally opposite to the flow from the steering 
nozzle when the steering nozzle is generally perpendicular to the reverse gate and 
redirecting the second flow in a second direction generally perpendicular to the flow from the 
steering nozzle; [[and]] 

wherein the first flow is greater than the second flow when the steering nozzle is 
generally perpendicular to the reverse gate : and 

providino another reverse gate and another steerlno nozzle wherein when the 
steering nozzles are directed substantially to starboard of the watercraft. the flow across the 
first reverse gate is not separated and the flow across the second reverse gate is separated, 
and when the steering nozzles are directed substantiallv to oort of the watercraft the flow 
across the first reverse is separated and the flow across the second reverse oate is not 
separated. 
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22. (Original) The method of claim 21 further comprising varying the first and second 
flows in an inverse proportional relationship depending on a position of the steering nozzle 
relative to the reverse gate. 

23. - 24. (Canceled) 

25. (Currently AiTiended) Tho method of cl a im 21 A method of providing steering control 
to a yyatercraft comprising: 

providinp a reverse gate in a flow from a steering nozzle: 

; separating the flow across the reverse gate into a first and second flow: 

redirecting the first flow in a direction aenerallv opposite to the flow from the steering 

nozzle when the. steering nozzle is generallv oeroehdlcular to the reverse gate and 
redirecting the second flow in a second direction oenerallv perpendicular to the flow from the . 
steering nozzle: 

wherein the first flow is greater than the second flow when the steering nozzle Is 

generallv perpendicular to the reverse gate, and 

wherein the step of redirecting the first flow generates a lateral component and a 
reverse component and the step of redirecting the second flow generates primarily a lateral 
component. 

26. -29. (Canceled) 

30. (New) The method of claim 25 further comprising varying the first and second flows 
In an inverse proportional relationship depending on a position of the steering nozzle relative 
to the reverse gate. 

* 

31 . (New) The method of claim 25 further comprising providing a second reverse gate 
having a generally mirror image of the first reverse gate. 
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